
Rima Tharu, with her mother Nilam Tharu, in Manpur Tapara, Nepal

Change Brought By Electricity

Until recently Nilam Tharu’s three young children used to go to sleep in the early evening.  Nilam and her children live in Manpur Tapara, in Bardia District in South West Nepal. This small community includes a large number of landless people and people considered to be without caste all living in temporary housing with hay roofs.  Because of the darkness and the fear of snakebites, the Nilam’s children never went outside in the evening, and they could not study.  Now because of the arrival of electricity, life has been radically changed – the children can study in the evenings, they are going to school more regularly and they are all doing better in school.  

Electricity has brought a big change to all the 76 households in this extended community. The ‘Badghar’, the local village leader, shared his bitter experience that they never felt listened to by the electricity authority, because of the government policy that only permanent houses should get electricity (this community having only temporary houses, with hay roofs).  He explained that by working together as a community group, they successfully lobbied to have electricity brought to the village.   They have also highlighted that the government policy, which previously only allowed for electricity to be provided to better-off people, needed to change. 

There are 40 households involved in the community group where Nilam Tharu is a member. Now the self esteem of the members of this group has risen dramatically as a result of their huge achievement of bringing electricity to their village.  The villagers are now convinced that by working together as a community group they can gradually solve all kinds of problems in their community.
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