The Building of a Bridge

Every morning Keshu Budha used to cross the cold waters of the Dalainala river, carrying her children on her back and then had to wait until evening time, when school finished to bring them back across.  Khadga Bahadur, a father, in a similar situation, used to feel particularly bitter that he could not send his children to school for over two months in the rainy season because of the increased levels of the same river.
Nowadays, after the construction of a bamboo bridge over the river, Keshu and Kadga, have been using their time to study and work, instead of spending time waiting by the banks of the river for their children to return.
The Chautari Bikas community group and the Kopila community group worked together and prepared a plan to construct a bamboo bridge. They sourced as much of the materials as they could locally e.g. they collected some bamboo from the local people and the remaining materials were purchased using funds from the Badghar (Tharu Community Leader).  120 community people were mobilized to construct the bridge in one day.  Afterwards, the group members conducted a joint evaluation meeting, including calculating total costs incurred.  
Mr. Swatantra Shaha, a local teacher, said that the building of the bridge was made possible because of the great efforts of the Chautari Bikas and Kopila community groups working together, despite negative behavior of the district level government office and some local elite people.  He added that previously, government budgets for bridge building and repair were misused, but now the situation has changed because community groups have been established and together they would be able to control the misuse, in addition to having acquired the power and knowledge to carry out development activities by themselves.

